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Senate hereby jointly appoint the fol-
lowing individual to the Congressional 
Budget Office for the term expiring 
January 3, 2019: Dr. Homer Keith Hall, 
Director. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2702 and the order 
of the House of January 6, 2015, the Mi-
nority Leader appoints the following 
individual on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Advisory Com-
mittee on the Records of Congress: Mr. 
John A. Lawrence of Washington, DC. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with an amendment: 

S. 166. A bill to stop exploitation through 
trafficking. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute: 

S. 178. A bill to provide justice for the vic-
tims of trafficking. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 617. A bill to ensure that owners of all 
motor vehicles in use on United States road-
ways are made aware of, and obtain repairs 
for, manufacturer-issued safety recalls in a 
timely manner; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, and Ms. MURKOWSKI): 

S. 618. A bill to amend the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 relative to the powers of the 
Department of Justice Inspector General; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
PORTMAN): 

S. 619. A bill to include among the prin-
cipal trade negotiating objectives of the 
United States regarding commercial partner-
ships trade negotiating objectives with re-
spect to discouraging activity that discour-
ages, penalizes, or otherwise limits commer-
cial relations with Israel, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mr. 
ISAKSON, Mr. HATCH, Mr. SCOTT, Mr. 
ROBERTS, and Mr. ENZI): 

S. 620. A bill to clarify rules relating to 
nondiscriminatory employer wellness pro-
grams as such programs relate to premium 
discounts, rebates, or modifications to other-
wise applicable cost sharing under group 
health plans; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Ms. 
WARREN): 

S. 621. A bill to amend the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ensure the safety 
and effectiveness of medically important 
antimicrobials approved for use in the pre-
vention and control of animal diseases, in 
order to minimize the development of anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 622. A bill to strengthen families’ en-
gagement in the education of their children; 

to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. BOXER, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. KAINE, Mr. 
KIRK, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CORKER, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. GARD-
NER, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. Res. 93. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate regarding the courageous 
work and life of Russian opposition leader 
Boris Nemtsov, and calling for a swift and 
transparent investigation into his tragic 
murder in Moscow on February 27, 2015; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 11 

At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 11, 
a bill to protect the separation of pow-
ers in the Constitution of the United 
States by ensuring that the President 
takes care that the laws be faithfully 
executed, and for other purposes. 

S. 30 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
30, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the defini-
tion of full-time employee for purposes 
of the employer mandate in the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act. 

S. 33 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 33, a bill to provide certainty with 
respect to the timing of Department of 
Energy decisions to approve or deny 
applications to export natural gas, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 123 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 123, a bill to prevent a taxpayer 
bailout of health insurance issuers. 

S. 166 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
166, a bill to stop exploitation through 
trafficking. 

S. 182 

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
182, a bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to 
prohibit Federal education mandates, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 262 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
names of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) and the Senator from 

Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 262, a bill to reau-
thorize the Runaway and Homeless 
Youth Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 312 
At the request of Mr. REED, the name 

of the Senator from California (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 312, a bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
regarding school libraries, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 313 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 313, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to add 
physical therapists to the list of pro-
viders allowed to utilize locum tenens 
arrangements under Medicare. 

S. 330 
At the request of Mr. HELLER, the 

names of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES), the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. TESTER), the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 330, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
make permanent the special rule for 
contributions of qualified conservation 
contributions, and for other purposes. 

S. 335 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
335, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to improve 529 plans. 

S. 352 
At the request of Ms. AYOTTE, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 352, a bill to amend section 5000A 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide an additional religious exemp-
tion from the individual health cov-
erage mandate, and for other purposes. 

S. 356 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the names 

of the Senator from Louisiana (Mr. 
VITTER) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 356, a bill to improve 
the provisions relating to the privacy 
of electronic communications. 

S. 451 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. FRANKEN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 451, a bill to award grants to 
encourage State educational agencies, 
local educational agencies, and schools 
to utilize technology to improve stu-
dent achievement and college and ca-
reer readiness, the skills of teachers 
and school leaders, and the efficiency 
and productivity of education systems 
at all levels. 

S. 488 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 488, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
allow physician assistants, nurse prac-
titioners, and clinical nurse specialists 
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to supervise cardiac, intensive cardiac, 
and pulmonary rehabilitation pro-
grams. 

S. 505 

At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 505, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the Health Coverage Tax Credit. 

S. 539 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY), the Senator from 
Nevada (Mr. HELLER) and the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. COONS) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 539, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to repeal the Medicare outpatient reha-
bilitation therapy caps. 

S. 559 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Mr. MCCAIN), the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) and the Senator 
from Montana (Mr. DAINES) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 559, a bill to pro-
hibit the Secretary of Education from 
engaging in regulatory overreach with 
regard to institutional eligibility 
under title IV of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965, and for other purposes. 

S. 571 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 571, a bill to amend the Pilot’s 
Bill of Rights to facilitate appeals and 
to apply to other certificates issued by 
the Federal Aviation Administration, 
to require the revision of the third 
class medical certification regulations 
issued by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, and for other purposes. 

S. 582 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
582, a bill to prohibit taxpayer funded 
abortions. 

S.J. RES. 1 

At the request of Mr. PAUL, his name 
was added as a cosponsor of S.J. Res. 1, 
a joint resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States relative to limiting the number 
of terms that a Member of Congress 
may serve. 

S.J. RES. 5 

At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 5, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States re-
lating to contributions and expendi-
tures intended to affect elections. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 621. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to en-
sure the safety and effectiveness of 

medically important antimicrobials 
approved for use in the prevention and 
control of animal diseases, in order to 
minimize the development of anti-
biotic-resistant bacteria; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to reintroduce the Preven-
tion of Antibiotic Resistance Act, 
along with my colleague Senator 
SUSAN COLLINS. This bill will help to 
prevent the rise of antibiotic resistant 
pathogens by ensuring that antibiotics 
are used prudently and judiciously in 
the agriculture industry. 

Antibiotic resistance is a growing 
public health threat. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, CDC, 
estimate that antibiotic-resistant bac-
teria cause at least 23,000 deaths and 2 
million infections each year in the 
United States. The CDC also estimates 
that antibiotic resistance costs the 
United States $20 billion in excess 
health costs each year. These statistics 
will only worsen if we do not take 
meaningful steps to reduce inappro-
priate and unnecessary antibiotic use. 

The agriculture industry has long 
used antibiotics to increase and main-
tain animal weight gain and feed effi-
ciency. The industry has also relied on 
administering antibiotics to stave off 
infections associated with poor bio-
security or sanitation in barns and 
feedlots. However, based on what we 
know now about antibiotic resistance, 
these practices no longer make sense. 

I am particularly concerned about 
the rise of antibiotic resistance in 
foodborne pathogens. Foodborne illness 
is already a pressing public health 
problem, and the United States must 
ensure that agricultural antibiotic use 
practices do not lead to antibiotic re-
sistance in foodborne bacteria. 

Already, the CDC estimates that 
410,000 antibiotic resistant Salmonella 
and Campylobacter infections occur 
each year. In fact, nearly 1 in 4 
Campylobacter infections analyzed by 
the CDC is drug-resistant. 

The CDC has also discovered that 
multidrug-resistant Salmonella results 
in more virulent infections, causing 
higher rates of hospitalization and 
bloodstream infections than normally 
expected with Salmonella infections. 
Clearly, more needs to be done to fight 
antibiotic resistance. This legislation 
will ensure that all medically impor-
tant antibiotics approved for use in 
livestock feed and water pose no risk 
to human health due to the develop-
ment of antibiotic resistance. 

In 2013, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, FDA, took a critically impor-
tant first step by issuing Guidance for 
Industry 213, a policy that will elimi-
nate the use of antibiotics for feed effi-
ciency or weight gain uses in food-ani-
mal production. I am glad that the 
pharmaceutical and agriculture indus-
tries plan to adopt FDA’s policy. This 
is a victory for public health, and I am 
eager to see this policy fully imple-
mented. 

However, FDA’s judicious antibiotic 
use policy has a gap that must be ad-
dressed in order to fully protect public 
health. You see, many of the anti-
biotics previously approved for disease 
prevention and control are at high risk 
of abuse or misuse. 

Some of these approved uses are at 
similar low doses as the production 
uses being phased out by FDA judicious 
use policies. Other uses do not have a 
defined duration of use or aren’t ap-
proved at a therapeutic dose expected 
to treat a specific bacterial pathogen. 

In fact, the FDA has informed my 
staff that there are likely 107 anti-
biotics approved for disease prevention 
or control that fall into these cat-
egories. This is a problem as some pro-
ducers may rely on these drugs far too 
often as a way to maintain animal pro-
duction or to prevent recurrent infec-
tions when these important issues 
could be solved with better sanitation, 
biosecurity, and animal husbandry. 

This legislation would require phar-
maceutical companies to submit addi-
tional information to the FDA to dem-
onstrate that a disease prevention or 
control use of the drug does not pose a 
risk to human health due to the devel-
opment of antibiotic resistance. It 
would apply only to antibiotics ap-
proved for disease prevention or con-
trol that are at high risk of overuse. 

If there is no risk to human health, 
the drug sponsor would also have to 
provide evidence to revise the condi-
tions of using an antibiotic for disease 
prevention or control to ensure the 
drug is only used judiciously and spar-
ingly. These revised drug approvals 
would be required to specify a thera-
peutic dose, be shown to control a spe-
cific bacterial infection, be targeted 
only to the group of animals at risk of 
developing a specific infection, and 
specify a defined duration of use. 

The bill also includes a sense of the 
Senate that all medically important 
antibiotics should be used only on the 
order of a licensed veterinarian who 
has a valid veterinarian-client-patient 
relationship with a producer. 

This means that the veterinarian is 
familiar with the animals to which he 
or she is prescribing an antibiotic. Vet-
erinary oversight is a key component 
of ensuring that antibiotics are not 
used inappropriately or unnecessarily. 

This legislation, therefore, would 
allow for medically important anti-
biotics to be used to prevent or control 
infections when absolutely necessary 
and when it does not pose a risk to 
human health. In addition to pro-
tecting human health, this legislation 
will help to preserve the efficacy of an-
tibiotic for veterinarians, so that the 
drugs will continue to be effective for 
treating livestock and poultry when no 
other alternatives to these drugs exist. 

Antibiotic resistance is a growing 
public health threat. If we do not act 
now, many more Americans will suffer 
and, in some cases, die from infections 
that are no longer treatable. This legis-
lation will protect public health while 
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